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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON MIDDLE EAST 

1 . NEWLY ARRIVED EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR, MOSTAFA RATEB ABDEL 
WAHAB PAID INITIAL CALL ON AMBASSADOR DECEMBER 7. DURING 
THE CONVERSATION, WAHAB EXPRESSED EGYPT'S STRONG DESIRE 
THAT A GENEVA MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE BE HELD AS SOON 
AS PRACTICAL IN 1977. HIS VIEW IS THAT PROSPECTS FOR 

SUCCESS WERE NEVER BETTER. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT DELAY 
WILL DAMAGE THE CREDIBILITY OF THE MODERATE ARAB LEADERS 
AND REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY OF A FINAL SETTLEMENT. WAHAB 
SAID HE HOPES THE US WILL TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN ARRANGING 
THE CONFERENCE. 

2. WAHAB ALSO EXPRESSED HIS HOPE THAT THE PLO WILL BE 
PERMITTED TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN WASHINGTON. 

3. EMBASSY WAS UNDER IMPRESSION THAT WAHAB HAD COME TO 
COLOMBO FROM THE NUMBER TWO POSITION IN EGYPT'S WASHINGTON 
EMBASSY. HOWEVER, AMBASSADOR GOT STRONG IMPRESSION FROM 
WAHAB THAT HE HAD ONLY BEEN AT THE UN. WOULD BE USEFUL 

TO US IF DEPT WOULD SEND BIO INFORMATION ON WAHAB AS 
REQUESTED COLOMBO A-75. 
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